
Ill.NICHOLAS NICKLEBI
»s'CE on a time, In England, thoro
wero two brothers named Nlek¬
loby who hud grown up to be
very different men. Ralph wns

u very ncn nml miserly monoj-
Icnder who gained his wealth by

persecuting the poor of London.a thin,
cold-hearted, crafty man with a cruel
wulte. The other, who lived in the coun-

trv, was generous, but poor, so that when
he died he left his wife and two children,
Kicnplas and Kate, with hardly a penny
to ke-ejt them from starving. In their
trouble the mother decided to go to Lon¬
don and try to obtain help irom her hus¬
band's brother, Ralph Nlekloby.
Ralph was angry when he learned they

J:fid come to London, for he loved -his gold
bettor than anything else in the world.
He lived In Golden Square,, a. very rich
part of the city, in a great fine house,
nil nloiie save for ono servant, and ho
3<ept only one clerk. This clerk, who wns

named Noggs, had one glnss eye and
Jong, bony fingers which ho had an un¬

comfortable habit of cracking together
when he spoke to any ono. He had onco

ibcen rich. but. lie had given his money
to Ralph Nlekloby to Invest, for him, and
the money-lender had ended by getting it
nil, so that the p\>or man at last had to
become the other's clerk. When he first
eaw Nicholas and Kate, Noggs wns sorry
enough for them, because he knew it
.would be'little help they would get from
their stingy uncle.
Nicholas was proud-mettled, and his

very bearing angered tho money-londer.
He called him a young puppy, and a

pauper besides, to which Nicholas replied
with heat and spirit. His mother suc¬

ceeded in smoothing things, over, and
though Ralph Nickleby from thai), mo¬

ment hated tho. boy, yot ho grudging¬
ly promised her to get him u situntlon as

a teacher,
The school the. misor selected was one

called VDothcboys Hall," along, cold-look¬
ing, tumble-down building, one story high,
in a dreary part of the country. It be¬
longed to a man named Saucers, a burly,
rufflantly hypocrite, who protended to tho
¦world to be a kind, fatherly master, but
in fact trented his pupils with such cruel¬
ty- that the only ones ever sent there
were poor little orphans, whoso guardians
were glad- lo get rid of them. Sqiiee'rs
hud an oily, wrinkled face, and flat shiny
hair, brushed straight up from his fore¬
head. His sleeves were too long and lilu
trousers too short, and he carried a leath¬
er whip in his pocket to punish tho boys
with.
Mrs. Squoers was a .fat woman, who

wore a. soiled dressing gown, kept her hair
In, papers all day, and always had a

yellow handkerchief tied around her neck.
She was as cruel as her husband. They
had one daughter nnd a son named AVnek-
ford Saucers. Tho latter they kept as

plump as could be, so ho would serve
as an advertisement of tho school; tho
rest of tho boys, however, wore pale nnd
thin.
No wonder, for they got almost nothing

to eat. For dinner all they had was a
bowl of thin porridge with a wedgo of
bread for a. spoon. When they had eaten
the porridge they ato the spoon. Once
a week thoy had to swallow a dreadful
mixture of brimstone and sulphur, because
this dose tciok away their appetites and
they ale less for several days after¬
ward. They won: mado to sleep five In
a Jbed, and were poorly clothed, for
whenever a now boy come Mrs, Squeers
tooK his clothes away from him for Wack-
ford, and made tho new boy wear any
old ones slto' coulrt find. They wero al¬
lowed td'J wl-ho only letters telling how
happy they were there, and when letters
came for any of them, Mrs. Squoers open¬
ed them first and took for herself any
money they contained. I
There was no attempt nt teaching at

Dotheboys Hall. Tho books wero dirty
and torn and the classes were scarecrows.
All the boys wero made to work hard at
chores about the place, and were flogged
almost every day, so that their lives were
miserable. What Squoers wanted was
the money their guardians paid him for
keeping them.

. This was tlio kind of school for which
Nicholas found himself hired nt very low
wages as teacher. He know nothing about
11 yet, however, and thought himself lucky
and ills unele kind as ho bade his
mother and Kate good-bye and took the
coach for Dotheboys Hal), Noggs, Ralph
NU-kelby's one-eyed clerk, was there- to
see him off, and put a letter Into his hand
as he started. Nicholas was so sad at
leaving the two he loved best in tho
world, that ho thrust it Into his pocket
and for tho time forgot all about it.
On his arrival ri'exp day Nicholas's heart

sank into his boots. When he saw tlio
boys gathered in the barn, which served
for a school-room, in.- was ready to dlo
with shame and disgust to think ho was
10 "be a teacher In such u place. Rut he
had no money to take him back to Lon¬
don, and because ho did not want to make
Ills mother and Kate unhappy, ho wrote
them as cheerfully aa he could. The
letter Noggs had jdveu him he ,rnmen>-
berod nt last to read. Jt told him the
writer feared bin uncle had deceived him
in regard (o the school, and said If Nich¬
olas needed a friend at any iline, he
would liml one In him, Noggs. Those
Hind words from the old clerk brought
tears to Nicholas's eyes.
Of all the wretched boys there Nicholas

pitied most a poor fellow named Smlke,
wiiorn Squeera had made u drudge. He
was tall and lanky ami wore a little
boy's sun. too short in the arms and
legs. He had been placed there when a
child, and vvhoevor had brought him hud
disappeared, and l<-fi no money to pay for
his keep. Hqucers's cruelties h id made
the unfortunate lad slrr.pk--mli.dod. jie-
(ildes this lie wa.i lame. Nicholas helped
Smlke all he could, and the poor follow
was so grateful thut lie followed the other
about Jlko u slave,
Squeera's daughter was, named l'umiie.

tahe had red hair, which She WOJ'G in five
exact rows on the top of her head. She
thought herself very beautiful and at
tiiico Jell In lovu wltli NI.-.-holaH. As he
could not lielp showing Unit he did not
like htr, Miss Kanny grew ppltpfu) and
in revenge began 10 pci;n.eu(e Kmlke,
knowing Nicholas lllud him.
Smlke stood this as long as he could,

but at last one .'lay ho ran away. Kqueers
wa* furious. He took ono eha.se and Mrs.
gcjuefc'* anolher. and^way they went in

dlfforent directions to find him. Nicholas
was miserable, for ho know Smlke would
be caught. Sura enough on the second day
Mrs. Squoers .returned, drugging her vie
tlm. When Squoers arrived Smlke was
taken from the cellar, whro ho had been
locked up, and brought before tho as¬
sembled boys for a public thrashing.
At tho rain of brutal blows which be¬

gan Nicholas's blood boiled. He stopped
forward, crying "Stop!" For answer

Squeors struck him savagely In the face
with his heavy ruler. Then Nicholas threw
away his self-control, and leaplngon tho bul-.
|y, the unmeasured delight of the .boys,
took tho ruler from him and thrashed
him until he cried for mercy. All the
while Mrs. Squeers was trying,to drng the
victor away by his coattall, 'while the
spiteful Miss Fanny threw inkstands nt
his head.
When his arm was tired Nicholas gave

Squoers a final blow, which knocked him
senseless into a. corner, coolly wont to
his room, packed his few belonging In n

bundle and left Dotheboys Hall forever.
Ho wns 250 miles from London and had

very little money. Snow was falling and
for that night ho took refuge in an empty
barn. In the morning he awoke, startled,
to see a. figure sitting by him. It was

Smlke, who bad-followed him.
The poor creature fell on his knees.

"Let me '.go with you!". lie cried. "I
want no clothes-and 1,'cari beg my food.
I will be your faithful servant. Only let
mo go with you."
"And so you shall!" said Nicholas.

.WHITE WITH ANGER, NICHOLAS CONFRONTED THE PARTY."

"Como!" He roso, took up his bundle,
gave bis hand to Smlke and so they sot
out toward London together.
HOW NICHOLAS RECAME AN ACTOR.
Meanwhile Ralph Nlckolby, tho money¬

lender, had given Kalo and her mother
leave' to live In a rickety, unoccupied
horse races. Ho gambled away all the
building on an old wharf, but Noggs, tho
clerk, himself cleaned and furnished ono
of Its rooms so thnt it was fairly com¬

fortable. When they wero settled Ralph
took Kate to a dressmaker's, where ho
got her a situation, hoping thus they
would not call on him for any money.
Tho dressmaker was Madame Manta-

linl. Her real name was Muntle^but she
thought tho other sounded hotter. Her
husband was n plump, lazy man with
huge sldo whiskers, who spent most of
his tlmo curling them and betting on
horse, races. He gambled awy all the
money Madame Mantallnl made, but ho
pretended to bo terribly fond of her, and
wan always calling her his "little fairy"
and his "heart's delight," so thnt tho
silly woman always forgave him.- Ho
tried to kiss Kate tho first day, which
made her detest him.
At Madame Mantallnl's Kate had to

stand up all day trying on drosses for
rich ladles, who wero often rude to her,
And because they preferred to bo waited
oil by the pretty, rosy-ehooked girl, thn
ugly forewoman hated the child, and did
all she could to make her unhappy.
Kate's mother used to wait on tho

street corner outside each evening, and
they would walk home together. Thoy
had no idea what trouble Nicholas was
having all this time, because he' had
written them such cheerful letters, and
whenever thoy felt sadder than usual
they would comfort themselves by think¬
ing how well ho was getting along und
what a fine position ho nan.

If they could have seen him when ho
finally got to London afler running awny
from Dotheboys Hall they would hardly
have known him. Ho nnd poor Smlko
both wero hungry and muddy and tired.
Remembering Nogg's kind letter, Nich¬
olas first went to the little garret where
the clerk lived, and through him he found
a cheap room on tho roof of tho l/ulldlng,
WhfCh h'o rented lor himself and Smlke.
Then he started out to find his mother
and Kate.

lie would have gono very fast if ho
had guessed what was happening or how
badly Kate had been treated by I'tulph.
The evening before, as it huppened,

Kato had been invited to dinner aj her
unelo'B fine house, and there she had met
two dissipated young men.-Lord Fred¬
erick Versoplii and Sir Mulberry llawk,
the latter of whom had looked at her
and talked to her so rudely that she had
indignantly left ihe table and gono home.
She hud not slept a wink that night, nnd
the next morning to make her nnd her
mother wroteheder still, Itulph Nlekelby
railed with a letter he had Just received
Hum Pantile Saucers, deelurniij that Nich-

olns wns a thief and a scoundrel; thnt ho
hod tried to murder her rather nnd all
his family, and had run off with one of
the pupils or Dotheboys Hall,
To bo sure, they neither of them be¬

lieved it, but It mado them very unhap¬
py,. Just the same. And then, Just as

Ralph was rending them tho last lino
of the letter in came Nicholas! You may
bo sure ho comforted them nrid told them
it was a lie. Ho told Ralph what ho
thought of him also in stern language,
which mado his undo angrier than ever.
Then,. seeing that h|s presence was

making things worse, and realizing In
what poverty his dear ones wore, and
that they were' so wholly dependent on

Ralph for help, Nicholas came to a very
brave determination; Ho told them that,
as ho could not help them himself, ho
would go away from them until his for¬
tune bettered. So, bidding them good-bye,
and telling his uncle ho would keep watch
over thorn and if any hnrm came to them
would "hold'him (Ralph) accountable, ho
went sadly buck lo his garret room and -o

Smlke.
He tried hard for some days to find

a sltuulios. but ra'lcd.; «nu he would not
take money from Noggs, who was so

poor himself. So n't last, with Smlke,
he sot out on foot for Portsmouth, which
was a seaport, thinking that thoy might
get a chance to go as sailors In somo

ship.
At an inn, on wny, howover, Nich¬

olas, met a man who caused him to
ehungo all his plans. This man's name
was Mr. Vincent Crumples. When Nich¬
olas first saw him in the inn he was

teaching his two sons to make-bellovo
fight with swords. They were practic¬
ing for a play, for Mr. Crumples was

manager of a theatre In Portsmouth, and
he proposed that Nicholas join the com¬
pany and become an actor.
Thero seemed nothing else .to do, so'

Nicholas agreed, and next day they wont
to the Portsmouth Theatre, where ho
was Introduced to all the company. It
wns a very curious mixture. There was
Mrs. Crumples, who took the tickots, and
llttlo Miss Crumples, whom the bills
called "the Infant Phenomenon," and
who was always said to be only ten years
old. There was a slim young man with
weak eyes, who played the lover,' and a
fat man with a turned-up nose, who
played tho funny countryman, and a

Shabby old man whoso breath smollcd of
gin, who always noted tho good old
banker with gray side whiskers. Then
there was tho lady who acted tho role
of the wicked adventuress, and all tho
others.
Nicholas hud to begin by writing a pl.iy

which had parts for all of thorn, nnd It
proved a great success, Smlke, whom
ho drilled himself, took tho part of a
hungry boy, and he looked ho starved,
anyway, from (;lfi lif-J with Squcera ihfU
he was tremendously applauded. One of
tho other actors was so Jealous nt tho
plny's success thnt he sent Nicholas a
challenge to a duel, but Nicholas walked
on to the stago lutfore the whole company
nnd knocked the actor oqwn, and after
that he had no trouble and. wns a groat
favorite.

lie might havo stayed a long lime
with Mr. C'rumploa's theatre, for ho hnd
earned quite a little money, but ono cluy
he got a letter from Nogga, the clerk,
telling him thnt all was not well with
his mother and Knto, ami without wait¬
ing an hour he resigned from tho com¬
pany and with Smlke set out again for
London,
a. NICHOLAS CG'Mtttf TO KATE'S

RESCUE.
Nobbs was right. Ralph Nlckelby had

never ee.ised to jierseoulo Kuto and her
mother, in fact, when lie had Invited
Knt to the dinner at which sho had been
Insulted It was for his own evil pur-
puKc. He had done so liopluv' she might
impress iho foolish young Lord Verlsopht,
whose money ho was hoping to got, and
whom he wished to nttruat to his- house.
'the young nobleniun, as Ralph had In-

Kiaic-d, iell lu love with Kate's sweet
face at once, and found out from hot-
ii fie whore she lived.
Shv had lost her first position at tho

dressmaker's (for Mr. Mantallnl had
thrown.<(away his wire's money on raco
horses .till the sheriff had scl/.ed the
slire)..ahd she wn;* noting now rui copi-
pnhlbn to a Mrs, Wltlttorly,' a-.p'nlb, lan¬
guid lady who qonsldorod herself a very,
fashlonablo iady, Indeed, and was always
suffering from imaginary ailments. Lord
Frederick and- Sir Mulberry-Hawk came
often to the-house, pretondihg to ilnttor
Mrs.'Wltlttorly,'but really to see ;Knto,
.who-heartily;.disliked them' both. Mrs.
WHitterly, at; last came to realise' that
tlio two men. at whose attentions sho'
hud felt so flattered really cared only for
her young- "companion,'" and, being vain
and Jealous," sho tormented .and scolded"
the poor girl".till her llfo was:a"/burden,
At length, fooling that she could bear

It no'.longer; .Kato went to' Ralph and
.begged him with tears to he)p hor flndj
another situation, but the money-londer1
refused :to aid her. Noggs, the' .e)erk,,was
sorry' fOr her, .'but could do nothing ex¬

cept to write to Nicholas,'.atidVthls wns

the reasdn for the letter that brought
Nicholas post'hdsto bnok to. London. ,,
Just what kind of persecution Kate, had

been subjected to he learned by a'ceidont
always as soon as he got thenv
As he sat In ri coffee house he,suddenly

heard tho words;'"Little Kate Ntckleby."
spoken by a man behind him. Ho turned
and listened. Four men whom ho had
never seen were drinking toasts to her,
and Nicholas grew hot with rage at tho
ccarse words they used. Sitting there;
scarce atolo to contain himself, he heard
the whole story, of his uncle Ralph's plot,
ho heard his sister's sufferings derided,,
h<i" goodness'Jeerpd at, her beauty made
tho subject oi Insolent Jests. One of the
four men, of course, was Lord. Frederick
Verlsopht, nnd- tho coarsest and most
vulgar, of thorn all. us may bo guossed,
was Sir Mulberry Hawk.
¦White with anger, Nicholas confronted

the party and throwing down hls> card on

the table, doclared that the lady in ques-;
tlon was his- sister, -and,: demanded of
Hawk his nain'e. Kawlc ""refused to ^an¬
swer. Nicholas denounced him aa-a'-Har'
and a coward, an'9 soatlng himself, swore

the other should inot leave his sight'be¬
fore, lie knew who he was. \ :'

When Hawk attempted to enter his
carriage, Nicholas "sprang on to the step.
Tho other, in a fury/ struck him wtth'the
whip, and Nicholas,"wrenching JtVfrpm
him, with ono -blow laid open 'Hawk's
cheek. Tho horse,- frightened at the
struggle, started off at a terrlflo speed,
and Nicholas felt himself hurled to the
ground. As ho rose, lip saw the runaway
horse whirling across the' pavement, up¬
set tho carriage with a crash of breaking
gloss. -Nicholas had no doubt that tho
man It held had been frightfully hurt, I'f
not killed. He felt faint from his own

fall, and It was with difficulty that ho
rewhod Nogg's garret whither, before the
advmturo in the coffee-room, 'he had sent
Smlke to announce his coming.
His first step now wo» to write a letter

to Ralph, tolling, him that he at last
knew what a villain he was, and\that ho
and his cast him off forever, with shame
that thoy had ever as«ed his aid. Next,
day Nicholas took Kate from tho Wltlt¬
torly house and bis mother from her poor
lodging, and rented thorn rooms In an¬

other part of tho city. Then ho started
out to find some employment for himself.
For a long time ho was unsuccessful,

but ono day (and a very lucky day.
Nicholas thought It.' over afterward) he
met on tho street, a;round-faced, Jolly-
locking oJd gentleman, with-whom he fell
Into conversation, and before long, with¬
out knowing It, he had told him all his
troubles.
This old gentleman was.named Cheery-

ble. and the firm to which ho belonged
was Cheeryblc Brotbore. He and his
twin brother had come to London, baro-
foot when they wore boys, and though
thoy hoc! grown very rich, they had never

forgilton what It was to bo poor and
wretched. Tho Old gentlomnn asked

.Nicholas to como with him to his office,
and there they mot the other Mr. Checry-
blo.
Nicholas could scarcely tell them apart,

for they wero alike, as two peas. They
were precisely tho same size, wore clothes
Just alike, and laughed In the same <*toy,
Thoy each hud oven lost exactly tho same
nuinbor of teeth. They wero loved by
I'veryoody, for thoy wpnt through life
doing good wherever they could, .They
both likeu Nicholas at once, and tho UP-
snot v.'iik that they gave him a position
in their counting' room and rented a

pleasant cottage near by for his mother
and Kale, ''

So there Nicholas took up work and
they wero all happy, and comfortahle-
veiy different from Ralph Nlekloby, the
money-lender, In his fine house, with only'
the, memory of his own wickedness, for
company.
¦I, WHAT ILYPPJSNED TO EVERYBODY
Ralph Nicklc-hy's hatred had (boon

growing day iby day. As ho could not
harm Nicholas now, ho. tried to- hurt
hin. through Smlke. Ho went for Squeors,
and the laitor, finding Smlke alono ono
Cuy on the street, seized him, put him
lu a coaish and started to tako him back
to Dotheboys Hall. But lu.oklly his vlc-
t-me escaped and got back to London,
Then itulph fonnod a wicked'plot to

git Smlke surely' In' Wio|r hands. lie
hired a man to olalm that ho was-tho
boy's fm -, who'had first taken him to
Squeers s ,ehool,, fltilioor*. too,.«wore n
this lying tulo, Rut tho Choeryhlo
brothers suspectod the story, ami when
Ralph saw thoy were determined to help
Nicholas pioteet Smlke, he wns afraid t<?
go any further with the plan, Ho ho
numbered his rage tor tho time being-,
nn.; meanwiilio a most Important thing
happened to Nicholas.he *'e" »n ,ove'
The wny it came about was thlss There

was a mun named. Bray, who had been
n:'icMod for debt, and was allowed to live
only lu a cor-laln street under tho guar*
diuLship of the jallo*. tor thl» was lh«

law In' England thorn. Ho was slowly,
dying of hoarf, disease; ^nnd .'all.; the
jrnoncy" he had to live on was what
Ids only.'-daughter, a.,lovely girl named
Mudallno could.earn by painting and dell-.
Ing"pictures. The Chcoryib|e brothers had
learned of their, poverty, for. it was hard
for ivjadellno to t|nd purchasers, and they!
sent Nicholas to buy some of tho pictures.
He'was'to' pretend to be n. dealer, so that.
M'.oellne would not suspect It wns done
for, charity, Nicholas, went more tnah;
.onco and,soon had fallen vory, much; In':
love wltn Madeline Dray. .-.''¦.-."'','
Ho wob. not the only ono who admired

her, howover.-. Thero was an old - man
named Grldo,' almost,as stingy as -Ralph
Nlekloby, vvho haduliscovered accidentally
that-a targe sun'^or money really bolonged;
to Madeline,' which she and .her father
know nothing, about, and he thought,tlt
would-be a fine thing to rno.rry her and
;thu's got'thls fortune Into his hands.vNow,
Ralph Nickleby .was one of the 'trjen who
wob keeping Mr. ;Bray a prisoner, and so

Gride went to hlmarid asked him.to'help
him marry. Madeline. If Brhy.mado'his
..daughter marry tho' old miser ho was to
bo,sot free. Ralph, for his Bhare,'.was to
goflsomo of thomone'y the old man Gride
know should be'Madellne's,'

It was a pretty plan, and It pleased

NICHOLAS PITrED MOST A POOR FELLOW NAMED SMIKE."

Ralph, for he cared little what lives ho
ruined so long as he got money by it. So
he agreed, and soon convinced Bray (who.

Ill ns ho, was,,.was .utterly selfish) that It
would ;bo a il.no thing for Madeline lo
marry'the hideous old- Gride and so'free
her father, At length,-Ih.despnlr;-because
sho thought.It her duty to her heartless
father, Madeline 'condonlod' to, do so.
Nicholas niight ncvoi" have known of

thlsvtlll after ithd wedding, but, luckily
Noggs.'thd clonic, IhuL overheard th,o old
skinflint make .the bargfiin with Ralph,
and when one day Nicholas confessed that
hevwas In lovo with'Madeline, tho good-,
hcnrtod clerk tdld hlm"nll"he had 'found
out. Nicholas was In great' trouble, for
ho,loved Mndofllne'.very dearly. Ho. went
to her tuid; begged ;iler»not to do It, but
she thought It her duty. Ho' went to
Gride,', too,'- but the hideous old miser
only1 Sneered-at hint.
'At iast.i'in desperntlon; hoitold Kate,

and,'tho brother nnd sister'went together
t'o'Bray's house. Thoy .reached it Just
as-thi',wedding was'about'to begin.
Ralph Nlckieby, who was there, foamed

with-fury to.fjnd tlio nephew ho so. hated
again Btepplng'"between hltn.und his evil
designs. Ho; trlod to bar, them out, but
Nicholas1 forced him; back. They, would
'doubtless hdvo como'to blows, but at Hint
moment t|iore' came '.from' anptbor room
the sound of a fall, and a-scream from
Madeline. The excitement had\proyed too
much for her father. "His heart hud failed
and'ho had fallen dead on the floor. Thus
Providence Interfered to bring the wicked
scheme of the marriage to naught.

¦''! Vainly did G,rJdo bemoan tho Ioks, df the
'money hohacLhopod to gain, and vainly
did Ralph Nlckieby, w'th cursos, try to

prevent. Nicholas thrust them both aside,
lifted the unconscious.Madeline as easily
as If she had been,a baby, placed her with

Knte In a conoh, and, daring Ralph to fol¬
low, Jumped up .beside the coachman nnd
bade'.him drive nwnyi Ho look her to his
own "homo, where' his mother ahd Kate
cared, for her tenderly till-'.sho, had «"**
covered from the Bhock and was,her own-

lovely self- ttgnln.
Tho penalty lib had so.long,deserve*

was soon to overlalto Ralph' Nlckleby.
He losC much money through a failure,
while close on tho heels of this misfortune
came-the news" that the Infamous plot
ho had formed against Sm»ko had been
discovered, and that Saucers, his accom¬

plice, had been arrested. .

Tho most'" terrible blow came lost, A
man whom Ralph had long ago ruined
and had caused to be transported for »

crime, confessed that he had been th«
ono who many years before had left
Smlke at 'Dotheboys'; Hall, and ho con¬

fessed also that Smlke was really Kalph'«
own. sdn. by. a secret marriage. Ralph
had not-known this, bc-causo the man, in
revengb, had.falsely told the money-lender
the child,wus dead.
Tho knowledge) that he himself had

boc-n' persecuting, his own son wa« the
crowning blow for cruel Ralph-Nlckleby.
When he. heard this ho locked himself up
alone in his great house, and never, wa«
'seen alive ngnlri. His body was found In
the garret, whore.lie had hanged himself
t0ftrnft'er.* Poor Smike, however, did not
live to ,**orrow over Uie villainy ot tola,.
father; the.exposure and hardships of his
years at Squeers's School had broken hl«
health. He had for long been gradually
growing' weaker,'arid at,last one day he
died- peacefully... with Nicholas's arms
around him. . !
Every one whoso wickedness Is a part

of this story came to'a bad end. Sir
Mulberry Hawk quarreled with young
Lord Verisopht and shot him dead in the
duel that followed. For this ho himself
had to-fly to a foreign country, and finally
died miserably In Jail.- Gride, the miser,
who bad plotted to marry' Madeline,-met
almost as terrible a fate aB Ralph's. His
house was broken Into by burglars pm»:
night, and ho was found murdered In hi*
bed.

'

Squeefs was declared guilty and trans¬
ported for seven years. When the news
reached Dotheboys Halt, such a oheor
arose ns had nqvor been heard there. Tt
came on the weekly "treacle day," and
the boys ducked young Wackford in the
soup kettle.and made Mrs. Squ'-crs swal¬
low a big dose of her own brimstone.
Then, big and little, they all ran-^iway.
just ns Nicholas'and Smlke had done,
Kate married a ncphow of the Cheery-

hie brothers, nnd Nicholas, of course,
married Madeline and in time became n

partner In the firm. All of them lived
near by, and tholr' little children played
together under tho walohful caro of old
Noggs, the one-eyed clerk, who loved
them all alike;
The children laid flowers every day on

poor Smike's grave, and often their eyes
tilled with tears as they spoke low arid
softly of tho dead cbusln they had never
known.'

THE END. .'-.,."

fiFVFI? STORIES BY OUR BOYS AND GIRLS
THE BEGGAR BOY.

V -.;'.'
Ho comes into my dreams at night,
And-.asks again a bit of bread,

_

He looks at mo with mournful eyes,
The little boy I might have fed!

And In my dreams I feel again,
Iirtlde my coat so warm and rea,

Where lies a llttlo Velvet purse
All anug;and warmly pooketea.

The monoy was tor other things -. _.
I thought, and turned'away my head;

M-y hoarded pennies should not buy
A llttlo ragamuffin's bread!

They bought some chocolates and 'sweets,
And tea things for my doll Instead.

"Why should a little beggar.think
That' I. would give to him,"jl, said.

But somehow.-when the.nightsrare cold,
And over all tnosnow Is spread, .,

I say "Why should not he havo-thought
That I would like him. to be fed?"

Perhaps ho wanders hungryaWU.
Without a crust or home or bed,

And everybody that ho asks -

Says no, and turns away the head,

I wish that I had given him ¦. .'¦¦',.
Those pennies for a loaf of broad,-, -

Ho looks bo-hungry Inmy ^reiuns,
'rhnt kittle boy I m ght'Jiavo fed, .

" Selected by VIOLET- PERKINS.'

Torday.
Old yesterday Is with tho'dead,
To-morrow with tho yot.unborn;

To-day Is all that Uvea and. breathes
Of.tglamour and of promise shorn.

"I was"-if but a dotard's sigh;
"J win be" Is a dream, at best;

"I am" nldne.ls plain to view-
"X am" Is manhood's vital test.

Tho sun of yesterday is,sot,
'

To-morrow's sun may never rise;
The sun to-day. alotie.'is y°"/8~
But every moment westward Hies,

The day that was'Is now no more, '\
Tho day to bo has never been;

To-day's the crisis of your-life.
And on It shall you lose or win.

'.'> Valentine.
Though Winter rules the year, ..

Dear heart, have vernal oheer;
For BprlngV with all lt« £°W°>- promise,

waits .-..';
M'hn niibiirrlng of tho gatos!
Then after weary 'dap of doubts and

PerchS Love's perfect Joy-who knows!
>Yho k"°^l__-;CXInton Soollard.

A BAMBI.I" THROUGH °

THE WOODS JN OCTOBER
fine beautiful n-ulunihnl, afternoon In

October I w"» one iimong a party of Ave
?iri« and boys to take a rabble through
& VqSj»' wb had many dlffl<>u|t|e. ft

crossing the wet places and getting
through the many briars, which, of course,
came In our pathway In going through
tho .Woods. Y{e started somewhere about
4'-o'clock m the afternoon, ana'after two
hours of rambling with our hands full-pi
beautiful tall flowers, which we had gativ-
ercd In our stroll, decided wo had hotter
start for home; end what was tho_ ex¬
clamation of the merry" group, but- v>o
aro lost." Tho Bun was Betting and there
we were, surroundrd by large woods, .not
knowing Inwbat direction our home was.
At last, nfter wandering around awhile,
wo came out luckily, the right way and
reached home about dark, tired and
fatigued.

'

, ,

In spite of the many aifucultlos we had
experienced In our ramble we-.all were
very-'artxlousto.take,another walk very
sdon.- -.-. EDGAR MOSS WRENN.
, Booker, Va. ,"' ».-'.'.

GOOD THINGS COMING.

"...'. i.'
Good things with tho Now Yc'ar,.are cpm-

dng, ¦¦.¦¦'¦ I-.
Though shadowed the dawning and'sad;

Yut time In his ultllnate summing '

Loaves good, the remainder of baa, ,
All eyll is only the blunder
Of souls that aro Booking, tho way,

And over their efforts and Under
God's purposes stay,

II.
Afar there is fighting and always slaying,
Men marshal great armies and ships,

And.Mil ono another while praying"
To Buddha and'Christ wJthTtholr lips,

And yetthoso great spirits who hearken
aivo pity and. love to each soul:

They know t'lio bottle clouds darken,
WhHo peace Is man's goal,

',' ''III. -¦;
Apoar,there Is notso and confusion, .

Anear there 1s dip and dispute;
Our world has gone mad with delusion,
And ronson and Justice stand mute.

But over the clamor and riot
A sweet voice of pr.ophooy rings j,-.

It. heralds the dawn of a quiet,'
New order or things.

IV,
The'; hordes that have fattened on plun¬

der ,"."¦
Aro turning and falling 'asunder

Their temples are rending their own,
King greed holds a tottering throne;

His Bct-ptre nnd crown shall ho shakei),
nAnd tho -onds of the/ earth shall ho

And'Justlce'shall mote-out the Jaw
With wonder and awo,

V,
Old year, going over the bprflor,
Take with you- the debris, of wrong,
Wh oh l tie 'Q.our land w Mi disorder\
And blockoViip our hit'lnviiys so long.

New year; ringing loud from the steeple,
Ring In tho now era of power;

Wilis In the just rolgn of the ipeople,
Vpr this is the'..hour- ,...VT ..'Selected'by, MINNOW .JW'AkEK'

MOTHER NATURE;
In'the winter Mother,'Nftturo goes to

sleep (»nd a/ceps until Hie Jest miV'fit
February and (hen sho weUiup'AjMl.gA.
j-e^dy. for »PVl,,l?' *.'*« she sends,the

soft rains to wash .everything off./ She
then sondfl the flowers to decorate every¬
thing with. .The llrst flowers sho sends
are the crocuses with their purple and
yellow dresses and groon. ribbons. Next,
she sends tho hyacinths with their jpmk
and white bcllB to ring up the tulip*.',

i'Last-"of 'all Mother Nature 'sends her
band to' moke muHlc for the little flowers
to danco by.' Tho musicians are Red
Bird, Snow Bird, Mocking Bird and
many- others. They use the trees for
their bandstand. ¦!!.':^-illl.-,'.' BESSIE M. RICHARDSON,

Talleysville, V«.

WHAT I HAVE.

I 'have-a little parrot;
His name is Jack.

I-have a little engine,
I Qiayo a llttlo track.

I havo a llttlo horse
Ho grand and gay,

Ho eats Bomo corn,
But he eats somo hay.

I have a little dog,
,1 havo a little cat;
Ho wears black pants,
But ho doesn't wear a- hat,

I havo a. little'doll,
Very pretty to me;

Her eyes fell out,
So sho cannot sco,

I hnvo a llttlo scrap book,
All torn to pieces;

.Guess who gave It mo;
My aunt's great nieces.

I havo a llttlo everything,
Dqn't you think so?
But op old man said:
Yoti'ought to havo somo "mo."

EVELYN GARRETT PURCELL,
Greenwood Depot, Albemarle county,' Vs

LITTLE TIM'S POEMS,
Little Tim trlod to'write poetry one

day; 'his'Mamma told him if he could
write a piece slio would make him a
proacpti'-und now 1 am going to tell ybuwhat-ho wrote, for I'm sure you all
want to, know, and you wonder It he
corned a. present and what he earned.
Come jiore to mo, hen, hen, hen,
And Jump right Into tho bltf pig-p'ep.
The pig has got somo good, sweet corn;
.I gave him «onh> this very mom,

The hen '. How In and picked about,
And laid an egg before she got out;
Tho pig looked .nt 'tho egg and said,

with a sigh; » /-
".There are no mure; I woilder why-''

So walking up 3ly when tho hen wasn't
looking".,

Ho uto the poor thing without ovon
cooking

A few speckled feathers lay there on
the .ground;

When 1 looked In the pon,. .that was all
.I found.

"Mumnin, culled it first-class |n every
.resppct, nnd gavo l|ttlo Tom the pig for
a present. Po you think be earned Uf7 NETTIE GASH,

'¦ Midway Mills, V*.


